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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 2024


Board Members Present				Benton County Employees
Dave McNeal, Chair 					Adam Fyall
Karla Brown, Secretary					
Michael LeCompte, Member
Kit McBurney, Member
Frank Cooper, Member
Robin Emmingham, Vice Chair 

Absent (excused) 
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez, Member


Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call
Since the Chair, Dave McNeal was not present at the start of the meeting, Vice Chair, Robin Emmingham, called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM and the Pledge was recited.  Mr. McNeal arrived shortly thereafter.

Review & Approval of Agenda
The agenda for the February 13, 2024, meeting was approved by the Board.

Review & Approval of Minutes
The January 2024 minutes were reviewed and approved by the Board.

Chair’s Report
Mr. McNeal is glad to move forward with the Comprehensive Park Plan.  He is also glad to have received the year end trail work report from Friends of Badger and the Board will sign thank you cards for the top volunteers after the meeting.  
Committee/Subcommittee Reports
There were no committee/subcommittee reports.

Staff Reports
Adam noted that the March meeting will focus on the Comprehensive Park Board Plan and will include a couple annual reports to the Board that were not able to make it tonight (Friends of Badger Mountain and Rattlesnake Ridge Riders).  

Business
1. Annual Reports to the Board

0. Tri-Cities Shooting Association, Presented by George Hager, VP
There are over 2,684 current members (a record).  They had one Eagle Scout project, Cole Persinger, helped revitalize the public shooting range. The major projects in 2024 include Rose-Iris getting paved, completion of the 100 m Rimfire Competition Shooting Range and they are putting in a new archery range. Their new shooters program teaches people of all ages who never shot before the fundamentals and mechanics of shooting. George thanked the park board and staff, 475 safety officers, men, and women of TCSA, and Mark Verwest (President) and the TCSA Board for all their work.
0. Tapteal Greenway, Presented by Dan Hansen, VP
Mr. Hansen shared some pictures of their clean-up projects, trail maintenance, restoration planting, and weed abatement.  They try to have three guided paddlecraft trips a year on the Yakima River, typically in June, August, and September, and they provide shuttle service for those.  This year they will try to schedule a one-day 30-miler tour of the entire Greenway. They also do guided hikes, typically a New Year’s Day hike. They work with the club and eagle scouts with clean up and trail help. A focus in recent years is to connect WE Johnson Park to Horn Rapids through western Richland. The biggest trail challenge is to get from Horn Rapids Park to Kiona Bend; Benton City has been very supportive.  They replaced the sign before the Wanawish Dam where at least 4 people have died since the dam was rebuilt in 1997. 
0. Native Plant Society, Presented by Mickie Chamness
Ms. Chamness shared with the Board what the Native Plant Society does in their outreach and the projects and trips they had last year. The society has 100 members in the Tri-Cities, 40 in Walla Walla, and 40 or so that extend from Pendleton and Moses Lake. They promote the appreciation and conservation of Washington native plants and their habitats through education and advocacy.  They have a variety of ways to do that, with about 9 meetings a year. They have a virtual wildflower walk this Saturday at the Richland Library.  Zoom meetings can draw an audience across the state and out of the state depending on the topic. There were 75 attendees at the last meeting.  Mickie shared that they have a variety of ways to reach out in the public with field trips and they started YEER (Youth Ecology Education through Restoration program) 3 years ago that works with middle schools, the students design a restoration project and learn about the importance of how those plants are to animals, birds and insects. 
This year they planted 400 sagebrush at Horn Rapids Park and 50 went to McBee grade on Horse Heaven Hills. Hopefully they will see more sagebrush this year.  They had over 20 field trips last year, several were in Walla Walla and Tri-Cities, and they had 3 events total in April, May, and June.  Walla Walla had a garden tour and had over 100 people show up. They don’t have their wildflower trips figured out yet for this year, but they usually start in Tri-Cities in April. Most field trips have anywhere from a couple to about 20 people attending. 
0. Miniature Aircraft Association, Presented by Dick McGrew, President
The Association got their air plan approved as a class 2 airspace, it’s controlled airspace but they try to hold you down to 400 feet, but they are working on changing that to 2,000 feet (hopefully) because the airplanes can’t survive at 400 feet.  Huckfest has become the largest 3D event in the Northwest. People come from all over the US. They also do a lot of IMAC events- it’s precision aeronautics, they have two of those events this coming year.  They have been holding the regional for IMAC for the last 4-5 years but some of the guys want to move it to Silverwood. They are trying to improve the median age of the group and they are more than willing to teach young people how to fly and build. Events for 2023 included a spring cleanup and fun fly, IMAC spring fling competition, MAA Club breakfast and flying for members, IMAC NW Regionals, and Huckfest. Some projects they did last year included replacement of the accumulator tank in the wheelhouse, field maintenance/repairs and doghouse (cookshack) upgrades, removed some dead trees and purchased a port-a-potty.  Mr. McGrew shared some photos of the flying events they had this year, as well as pictures of the repairs and upgrades. In 2024 they are going to have some of the same events and try to add more local events, King of 3D is new- it’s never been done before, they are combining that with their Huckfest at the same time. They are also going to try to get the 2,000 feet FAA waiver this year. 
0. Purple Sage Riders, Presented by Cindy Faith

Each year they recognize their members with certificates, hats, and patches.  This is called the volunteer hour award. Last year they completed 4 clean-ups at Hover Park.  They are not doing a clean up at Hover this year, there is not a lot of trash out there, it seems to be being kept cleaner, people are starting to care. They have a 2 mile stretch of highway on 397 in Finley that they clean up quarterly. The most unusual thing they found was money, but it was “play” money. They could have decorated a Christmas tree with all they picked up.  In Ellensburg in March, they have their annual meeting which includes a dinner, silent and live auction, and it’s free to the public.  They do a lot of education as well. They did an ETS fundraiser this year, people test their horses on obstacles, they hosted about 40 cowgirls and their horses last year. The Backcountry Horsemen wine ride in Zillah is the second biggest fundraiser.  They partnered with Rattlesnake Ridge Riders at Horn Rapids for a cleanup.  The Trail Warriors is a 4H collaboration that was new this year.  They continue to improve and maintain the Richland horse park.



Public Comments/Poll of the Board/Adjournment
Public Comment: 
Dave Beach commented that he was sorry Friends of Badger wasn’t here to give their presentation, they had an active year and some major accomplishments. He appreciates the other groups and it’s nice to hear everyone else is working hard. 
Tawney Carrier, President of the Rattlesnake Ridge Riders wanted to share they got a tally of their calendar year hours in 2023, she is very proud of her team.  They contributed 1,919 hours of volunteer hours, 23 stock days, 10,859 miles, with an estimated $73,347 value of their time.  They appreciate being able to partner with the County and contribute. 
Morgan Shipman who is part of the Mid-Columbia Air Soft Group shared that they are continuing to keep doing what they are doing and keeping everyone safe and the area clean at the park. There is a game this Saturday and on the 25th of this month if anyone is curious, reach out to Michael, Adam, or their Facebook page. 

Poll of the Board:
Frank Cooper had a question for the Tapteal Greenway about the Bateman causeway, which Adam was able to answer for the group. Tapteal’s position is representative of the other groups and that is that they agree with the Corp about breaching the causeway for the sake of the conservation element but only with the development of a mitigation plan to retain access to the island for the public. 

Karla Brown thanked the park partners for their presentations and all that they do. 

Michael LeCompte said it was nice to see everything the partners do and their causes to the area.

Kit McBurney likewise thanked the partners for their dedication and enthusiasm and fabulous contributions to our community.

Robin Emmingham appreciated the presentations; and said, it’s a fun time of the year to hear what is going on.

Dave McNeal thanked the partners for making us proud of our parks, as well as the dedication they have to it and what they provide.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
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